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JOHN TALBOT, THE FIRST BISHOP IN NORTH 
AMERICA. 

Read before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Monday Evening, Nov. 11, 1878. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE MORGAN HILLS, D. D. 

Some three years since 1 1 discovered in the office of the 
Register of Wills in this city, an instrument which was admit- 
ted to probate an hundred and fifty years ago, having for its seal 
a mitre, and, in monogram, all the letters of the name " John 
Talbot." This is a culminating evidence of what has been 
wrapped in mysterious obscurity. Tradition, indeed, had 
vaguely whispered that there were Bishops in America in Colo- 
nial times. Documentary proofs of this were brought from 
Great Britain to this country in 1836, by the late Rev. Dr. Fran- 
cis L. Hawks. Percival, in the appendix to his work entitled, 
"An Apology for the Doctrine of Apostolical Succession," 
gives a table of English Conjuring Bishops, naming among 
them Welton and Talbot, with the remark, " They both went 
to the Colonies in North America (the former to Philadelphia), 
and exercised the Episcopal functions." Lathbury, in his 
"History of the Nonjurors," makes a similar, though less 
definite statement. Hawkins's "Mission of the Church of 
England," and Anderson's "History of the Church of Eng- 
land in the Colonies," both enlarge upon it, taking, of course, 
the Establishmentarian view. 

Encouraged by the invitation of this distinguished Society, 
and with the further materials in my possession, 2 1 shall at- 
tempt a monograph of him whom chronological accuracy 
must designate as " The First Bishop in North America." 

John Talbot, Master of Arts, and Priest of the Church of 
England, had been in the Colony of Virginia as early as 

1 September, 1875. 

2 Chiefly, the Lambeth, Fulham, and S. P. Gr. MSS., copied in extenso 
in History of the Church in Burlington^ New Jersey. 
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about the year 1693 ; but whether he was in Holy Orders at 
that time, or not, we cannot say. Ten years afterwards, we 
find him Chaplain of the ship Centurion, Capt. Heme, Com- 
mander, during that memorable voyage, when, on the 28th 
of April, 1702, she sailed from Cowes, in the Isle of Wight, 
bound for Boston, in New England ; and freighted w T ith a 
group of rare prominence, Col. Dudley, Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, Col. Povie, Deputy Governor, and Mr. Morris, after- 
wards Governor of New Jersey, together with the first two 
missionaries of the newly-incorporated "Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts." 1 

So generous were these Governors to their clerical com- 
panions, that they extended to them the hospitality of their 
table throughout the entire voyage. Judge Sewall's Diary, 
a MS. in the Library of the Historical Society of Massachu- 
setts, says, that such deference was paid to the senior mis- 
sionary that he was called upon to say Grace, although the 
Chaplain was on board. How intensely interesting, at this 
period, would be notes of the conversations between these 
three Colonial statesmen, and three intelligent clergymen, 
during that long voyage of six weeks and a day ! Must they 
not have been largely interspersed with the political, moral, 
and religious condition of the Colonies, and the imperative 
needs of the hour? No wonder that an ardent, devout, and 
energetic man, like John Talbot, expressed a desire to ex- 
change the service of the Admiralty for the harder service 
of the adventurous missionary. 

It was a great event when that ship arrived. Prominent 
colonists went on board to welcome their political officials^ 
while the two ministers of the Church of England congrega- 
tion in Boston greeted their brethren in the Holy Ministry. 
This was on the 11th of June. 

On Sunday, the 28th of June, the Rev. Mr. Talbot took 
his turn in preaching in the Queen's Chapel, Boston; and the 
journal of the senior missionary adds, in connection with this 

1 Bev. George Keith, and Eev. Patrick Gordon. 
Vol. hi.— 3 
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entry, "By the advice of my good Friends at Boston, and 
especially of Col. Joseph Dudley, Governour of Boston Colony, 
I chose the above-named Mr. John Talbot to be my Assistant 
and Associate in my Missionary Travels and Services, he 
having freely and kindly offered himself, and whom I freely 
and kindly received, and with the first occasion I wrote to 
the Society, praying them to allow of him to be my Fellow 
Companion and Associate in Travels, &c, which they accord- 
ingly did." Mr. Talbot began at once his missionary work, 
although his appointment by the Society bears date the 18th 
of September. His was a spirit which could not brook delay ; 
and in the intervening three months much could be accom- 
plished by those who leaped rather than ran. On the 1st of 
July he was present at the commencement of the College at 
Cambridge, Mass.; and, on the 9th, was at Lynn; and thence 
proceeded on an extensive missionary exploration. The tour 
w r as made on horseback, except w x here occasion demanded 
that both men and beasts should be shipped upon sloops. 
From twenty to fifty miles a day were thus accomplished. 
Churches, meeting houses, town houses, and private houses, 
were used for Divine Service, and the prayers of the Church 
of England were duly read before each sermon. 

The continual change of scene, the cordial welcomes, the 
thronged attendance, the politeness of every Colonial Gover- 
nor, the exhilarating mode of travel, the crisp air, and sweet 
odors of autumn, as they passed through Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, Long Island, and East and West Jersey kept the 
missionaries in high spirits. Laus Deo apud Americanos! is 
the outburst of the full heart of Talbot, inscribed at the top 
of this page of his register, in bold and beautiful letters. 

On the 5th of November, the travellers arrived in Philadel- 
phia, and were kindly received by the two ministers, and all 
the Church of England people here. On the following Sun- 
day morning, the 8th, Mr. Talbot preached in Christ Church. 
The congregation was so large that the building could not 
hold them. Many staid outside and listened. 

The same week, at the instance and charge of Col. Nichol- 
son, Governor of Virginia, the missionaries joined five other 
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clergymen, "in the little Town of New York," where they 
were a week in session, u considering of ways and means to 
propagate the Gospel." On the 22d, being Sunday, Mr. Tal- 
bot preached in New York, where he enjoyed the hospitality 
of Lord Cornbury, Governor of New York and the Jerseys. 
Five hundred miles of travel had now been made ; and, to 
use Talbot's own language, "In all places where we come, we 
find a great ripeness and inclination amongst all sorts of people 
to embrace the Gospel. Even the Indians themselves have 
promised obedience to the Faith, as appears by a conference 
that my Lord Cornbury, the Governor here, has had with 
them at Albany. ... If I had their language, or where- 
with to maintain an Interpreter," continues the fearless Talbot, 
" it should be the first thing I should do, to go among the 
thickest of 'em." 

In the same letter, after alluding to the Convocation of 
seven clergy, he writes, " We have great need of a Bishop 
here, to visit all the churches, to ordain some, to confirm 
others, and bless all." This expression, with scarcely any 
alteration, was transferred to a conspicuous position in the 
first report of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
and has been a classic sentence, repeated in ecclesiastical 
accounts of the Colonies ever since. 

On the 10th of the next April, Mr. Talbot writes from New 
Castle, " Here is little or no Government, and people in many 
places take the liberty to say there be three Gods, or no God, 
and nothing is done to them .... God bless Queen 
Anne, and defend her that she may defend the Faith ; and 
her Faithful Councellours, if they have any piety or policy, 
I'm sure will take some course with these Heathens and Here- 
ticks, for if they be let alone to take the sword (which they 
certainly will when they think they are strong enough), we 
shall perish with it, for not opposing them in due time." 

When we reflect that this utterance was made seventy years 
before the outbreak of the American Revolution, we must 
credit Mr. Talbot with the ken of a prophet. Temporizing 
continued, with regard to the Colonies, and shameful neglect 
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in manning the Church. Neither the mace of the law, nor 
the trumpet of the Gospel was adequately employed; and 
the power of Britain was swept from its transatlantic Colo- 
nies, according to the minute prediction of this man of God. 

For a closer insight into Mr. Talbot's character, let further 
extracts be cited from his correspondence. 

"It grieves me much," he writes, "to see so many People 
here without the benefit of serving God in the wilderness. 
I believe I have been solicited to tarry at twenty Places, where 
they want much, and are able to maintain a minister, so that 
he should want nothing; they send to New England and call 
any sorry young man, purely for want of some good honest 
clergyman of the Church of England." 

His filial piety appears like a modest flower: "Pray re- 
member my duty and Love to my Good Mother ; I hope she 
is alive and well, let her not want £10 per annum, as long as 
I have £60 coming to me." And he repeats, before a month 
is over, "I shall be glad to hear how all our Friends do, es- 
pecially my good mother. Pray let me know where she is, 
and how she does, let her have decern minas upon my account 
as long as she lives." 

His abundant labors are recounted in these lines, "I have 
sent the present state of the Church apud Americanos as far 
as we have gone ; the first year from Dover, eighty miles 
eastward from Boston in New England, to Philadelphia in 
Pennsylvania; since that scheme was finished, I have gone 
up and down in E. and "W". Jersey preaching and baptizing, 
and preparing the way for several Churches there. At Amboy 
they are going to build one, at Hopewell another, and at 
Shrewsbury, Coll. Morris is going to build one at his own 
cost and charge, and he will endow it as he says, which I 
don't doubt, for he is an honest Gentleman, and a member of 
the Honorable Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts. I was at Burlington last Lady day, and after prayers 
we went to the Ground where they were going to build a 
Church, and I laid the first stone, which I hope will be none 
other than the House of God and Gate of Heaven to the 
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People." ..." God bless this Church and let them pros- 
per that love it. We called this Church St. Mary's, it being 
upon her day. January last I was at the opening of a Church 
at Chester ; I preached the first sermon that ever was there, 
on Sunday, the day before the Conversion of St. Paul, and 
after much debate what to call it, I named it St. Paul's. This 
is one of the best Churches in these American Parts, and a 
very pleasant place; but they have no minister as yet, but 
Mr. Evans, of Philadelphia, officiated there once in three 
weeks." 

He describes the soil and climate in these quaint words, 
"The country is a good land in all parts of it, bating the 
sudden change of Heat and Cold, which, if people be not 
careful, they are many times the worse for. The air is gene- 
rally clear and pure. Nobody complains here of the spleen, 
unless he has also an evil conscience attending." His poverty, 
and humor withal, are shown w r hen he says, "I am but poor 
at present, being robbed by a negro of all my money out of 
my Portmanteau ; the young slut did not leave me one Token 
for myself, only I got the bag again. But, blessed be God, 
I never wanted meat nor drink, nor cloaths neither as yet; 
but if you don't send me some cloaths next shipping, instead 
of going as they do in White Hall, I shall go as the Indians 
do. I shall be content, let it be as it will." 

The same spirit pervades the next letter: "I believe I have 
done the Church more service since I came hither than I 
would in seven years in England. Perhaps when I have been 
here six or seven years, I may make a Trip home to see some 
Friends (for they won't come to me), but then it will be 
Animo Hevertendi, for I have given myself up to the service 
of God and his Church apud Americanos ; and I had rather 
dye in the service than desert it." 

He pleads for books, explanatory of the doctrine and liturgy 
of the Church of England, to distribute in his travels. 

" 1 use to take a wallet full of Books, and carry them 100 
miles about, and disperse them abroad, and give them to all 
that desired them; 'tis a comfort to the people in the Wil- 
derness to see that somebody takes care of them. There is 
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a time to sow and a time to reap, which last I don't desire in 
this world. I might ha^ve money enough of the people in 
many places, but I would never take any of those that we goe 
to proselyte . . I resolved to work with my hands rather 
than they should say I was a hireling, and come for money, 
which they are very apt to do." 

In strict correspondence with this declaration, we find in 
the treasurer's book where he has returned payments made 
to him. 

The earnestness with which he pleads for a bishop, is 
heightened by his intelligence on the subject. "It seems 
the strangest thing in the world, and 'tis thought History 
cannot parallel it, that any place has received the Word of 
God so many years . . and still remain altogether in the 
wilderness, as sheep without a shepherd. The poor Church 
of America is worse off in this respect than any of her ad- 
versaries. . . . We count ourselves happy, and, indeed, so 
we are, under the protection and Fatherly Care of the Eight 
Rev. Father in God, Henry, Lord Bishop of London, and we 
are all satisfied that we can't have a greater Friend and Patron 
than himself. But alas ! there is such a great Gulph fixt 
between us, that we can't pass to him nor he to us; but may 
he not send a Suffragan? I believe I am sure there are a 
great many learned and Good men in England, and I believe 
also did our Gracious Queen Anne but know the necessities 
of her many good subjects in these parts of the world, she 
would allow £1000 per annum, rather than so many souls 
should suffer; and then it would be a hard case if there should 
not be found one amongst so many pastors and Doctors (de 
tot millibus unus qui transiens, adjuvet nos) ; meanwhile I 
don't doubt but some learned and good man would go further, 
and do the Church more service with £100 per annum than 
with a coach and six, 100 years hence." 

On the 2d of April, 1704, the churchmen of Burlington 
drew up a formal petition, to which they affixed their signa- 
tures, praying the honorable Society that Mr. Talbot might 
settle with them. The petition was granted, and he became 
the Rector of St. Mary's Church; but never gave over his 
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activity as a general missionary. His horse, and his man 
Philip, were in constant requisition. To lose one's missionary 
horse would discourage some temperaments. Mr. Talbot thus 
cheerfully alludes to it: "My horse you know dyed at Bur- 
lington, and y e Quakers recorded it as a judgment upon me. 
Ben. Wheat set it down in his Almanack, such a day of y e 1st 
month John Talbot's horse dyed, and Barnet Lane haled him 
into the river." 

"As for a Suffragan," he continues, referring to the need 
seldom out of his mind, "we are all sensible of y e want we 
have of one, and pray God send us a man of peace, for other- 
wise he will do more harm than good." 

That he aspired to this office himself, is nowhere apparent. 
The reverse is sometimes revealed; notably in these words, 
"Mr. John Lillingston designs, it seems, to go for England 
next year; he seems to be the fittest person that America af- 
fords for the office of a Suffragan, and several persons, both 
of the Laity and Clergy, have wished he were the man ; and 
if my Lord of London thought fit to authorize him, several 
of the Clergy both of this Province and of Maryland have 
said they would pay their tenths unto him, as my Lord of 
London's Vicegerent, whereby the Bishop of America might 
have as honorable provision as some in Europe." 

This letter was written in New York; and, on the 2d of 
November, 1705 — not a month afterwards — the Clergy of New 
York, the Jerseys, and Pennsylvania convened at Burlington; 
drew up and signed three important papers : (1) an address to 
the Society, petitioning for a Suffragan Bishop ; (2) a petition 
to the Queen to the same purport; and (3) a letter to the 
Bishop of London, commending Mr. Talbot, who was deputed 
to present them in person. The language in these letters is 
very strong: "Our inexpressible wants of one to represent 
your Lordship here, make us use all the means we can think 
of towards the obtaining that blessing. Indeed, our case upon 
that Account is very lamentable, and no words are sufficient 
to express it. We shall have the less need to lay before your 
Lordship the further want of Ministers for West Jersey, Long 
Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, &c, in regard our Rev. 
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Brother Mr. Talbot, who has been an Itinerant Missionary, 
is very capable of giving your Lordship a particular account 
of all our church affairs." 

The following March, Mr. Talbot was in London, soliciting 
for a Suffragan, books, and ministers. In the same year, 
doubtless to maintain himself, and have some priestly work 
while in England, he was presented to the living of Freethern 
in the county and diocese of Gloucester, and province of 
Canterbury. Two years afterwards he returned to America, 
with a heavy heart, to find that scandals had increased in 
Church and State. These, he avers, might have been avoided, 
by proper overseers, civil and ecclesiastical. The Secretary 
of the Society replies, that he should use greater moderation, 
and await the legal steps for the accomplishment of his desires. 
To this, he retorts, " You that live at home in ease and plenty, 
little do you know what they and we do bear and suffer here, 
and how many thousand souls are legally lost whilst they at 
home are legally supplying them." "I- have got possession 
of the best house in America for a Bishop's seat; the Arch- 
bishop told me he would contribute towards it, and so I hope 
will others ; pray let me know your mind in this matter, as 
soon as may be, for if they slip this opportunity, there is not 
such another to be had." 

Three months afterwards, he writes in great depression, 
that ten missionaries have been lost, and not one has been 
sent in their stead. "Wherefore," says he, "my advice is, 
with humble submission to my superiors, to keep their money, 
and give us leave to come home, and send no more till they 
think fit to send a propagator of the Gospel; for otherwise 
their planting the Gospel is like the Indians planting gun- 
powder, which can never take root, but is blown away by 
every wind." 

Another year came, and it seemed, at last, as though Mr. 
Talbot's exertions were about to be rewarded. The Society 
empowered the Hon. Col. Hunter, Gov. of New York and 
the Jerseys, to treat with its owner, for the house recommen- 
ded by Talbot, for the residence of a Bishop. At this time, 
and for a year after, the Governor and he were friends. The 



John Talbot, the First Bishop in North America. 41 

Governor writes, " Mr. Talbot I have found a perfect honest 
man, and an indefatigable Laborer: If he had less warmth, he 
might have more success, but that's the effect of constitution." 

A war in which Great Britain was engaged produced in 
Mr. Talbot conscientious scruples, which caused him to omit 
that suffrage in the Litany for victory over her Majesty's 
enemies, and the prayer appointed to be said in time of war. 
Moreover, he went as far as New York in pursuance of a 
resolution to sail for England again, but changed his mind 
and returned to Burlington, where he bought a house and lot 
on the east side of what is now called Talbot street. The 
autumn following, Gov. Hunter, in behalf of the Society, 
consummated the purchase of the "mansion-house and lands" 
in Burlington, for £600 sterling of England, or £900 current 
money of New York, for a Bishop's seat. This famous pro- 
perty, only a few years previous, was described by Gabriel 
Thomas, in his quaint way, as " The Great and Stately Palace 
of John Tateham, Esq.," "pleasantly situated on the north 
side of the town, having a fine and delightful Garden and 
Orchard adjoyning to it." Its domain, of fifteen acres, was 
bounded on the north by the Delaware river, on the east by 
Assiscunk creek, on the south by Broad st.,and on the west 
by St. Mary st. It was as level as a bowling green. The 
posts of its fences w r ere cedar ; the covering of its roof, lead ; 
and there were offices, and a coach house, and stables, and 
every appointment to make it at once the grandest, and — for 
want of a purchaser — the cheapest establishment in America. 

A Bill was ordered to be drafted, to be offered in Parlia- 
ment, for establishing Bishoprics in America ; and Burling- 
ton was designated as the first American See. Everything 
presaged success, but before the Bill was introduced, its great 
patroness, Queen Anne, died. 

On the accession of George the First, a different complexion 
was given to American affairs. The feud between the Jacob- 
ites and the House of Hanover was reopened. All who held 
office were required to take the oath of allegiance afresh. 
This Mr. Talbot declined. Such a political offence, together 
with his plainness of speech, were made the ground for Gov. 
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Hunter to charge him, in a very scurrilous letter, with " incor- 
porating the Jacobites in the Jerseys." And three of the 
most distinguished men in the Province — Ex-Gov. Bass, the 
Attorney-General, Mr. Alex. Griffiths, and the Hon. Col. 
Daniel Coxe — were included as his main abettors. The alle- 
gation was sent to England, and returned to Mr. Talbot. 
His vestry, who had known him for twelve years, united in 
pronouncing it "a calumnious and groundless scandal." Tal- 
bot, in his reply to the Bishop of London, says that he was 
a Williamite from the beginning, and took all the oaths at 
the admiralty office before first leaving England. Mingled 
with his indignation, he cannot resist a pun upon the Gover- 
nor's name. " I suifer like my Lord and Master between two 
at Philadelphia and New York, but God has been my succour, 
and I doubt not but he will still deliver me from the snare 
of the Hunter." 

On the 2d of June 1718, the Yestry of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia, united with that of St. Mary's Church, Bur- 
lington, in an humble petition to the Archbishops and Bishops 
of England, a to accomplish the evidently necessary work" of 
sending a Bishop to the Colonies. The next year, in April, 
1719, Mr. Talbot laid before the Yestry of Christ Church 
another address to the same purport, to the same dignitaries. 
This was signed by the Governor, the Yestry, and Mr. Talbot. 

Eighteen years had now passed, during which entire period 
Mr. Talbot had been incessant in toils, and importunate in 
appeals, for what he deemed the chief need of the Provinces. 

On the 22d of June, 1720, he sells a portion of his land in 
Burlington, doubtless to defray the expenses of the voyage, 
and sails for England, uncertain as to whether he will ever 
return. 

In April, 1721, he applied to the Lord High Chancellor, 
and received the interest on Archbishop Tenison's legacy, as 
the oldest missionary. He was absent two years and a half, 
and became intimate with Dr. Ealph Taylor, 1 a Nonjuring 

1 A letter written from London, 7th January, 1722-3, contains these words : 
" A few dayes agoe dyed the Kev. Dr. Ealph Taylor, who not conforming at 
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Bishop. The original Conjuring Bishops, Sancroft, Ken, and 
others, were deprived of their Sees, as Talbot well knew, on 
purely political grounds. They held to the doctrine of here- 
ditary right. They held further, that when the State perse- 
cuted the Church, the union of Church and State was dis- 
solved ; and that there was no validity in lay deprivations of 
Bishops and Clergy. In sympathy with such views, charged 
with Jacobitism when it was a false accusation, and despairing 
of an Episcopate for the Colonies in any other way, Talbot 
w^as induced to unite with Dr. Robert Welton, in receiving 
consecration from this source. The Nonjurors were in un- 
doubted possession of the historical Episcopate. Yet, poli- 
tically, they were under the ban; and they had recently had 
a division among themselves on the ground of "usages." 
These things made the venture desperate. Still, there were 
arguments that overbalanced them. The American Colonies 
were not in any diocese, nor, at that time, in any jurisdiction. 
From the middle of Charles II.'s reign until the close of that 
of Queen Anne, the Bishops of London had exercised Epis- 
copal powers over America under a special seal — the arms of 
the See of London, surrounded by the inscription : " Sigillum. 
Episcopi. Londinensis. Procommiss. Amemcanis." 

In George the First's reign, however, the question was re- 
ferred to the Attorney and Solicitor-General, "Whether 
America was so far to be deemed within the Diocese of 
London, that the Bishop thereof had all power in America?" 
The law-officers gave it as their opinion that letters-patent 
from the Crown were necessary to constitute such Episcopal 
powers, which Dr. Gibson, the then Bishop of London, re- 
fusing to take out, the seal became no longer an object for use. 1 
A well-informed ecclesiastic as Talbot was, a firm believer in 
the Divine right of Bishops, and that, without them, the 
gifts of ordination and confirmation could not be received, 
his mind was made up. And, previous to the month of 

the Revolution to the terms of the Government, followed King James the 
2d into France, and for some years was Chaplain to the Protestants of the 
Court of that unhappy Prince." 
1 " Notes and Queries," 3d Series, vol. iv. Aug. 1, 1863, p. 84. 
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October, some time in the year of our Lord 1722, both Robert 
"Welton and himself were consecrated to the office of Bishops, 
by Bishop Ralph Taylor. Percival brackets Taylor and 
"Welton as uniting in the consecration of Talbot, but Rawlin- 
son's MSS., in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, say Welton 
"was consecrated by Dr. Taylor alone, in a clandestine man- 
ner," and Talbot "was consecrated by the same person at the 
same time." 1 This. Rawlinson was himself admitted to the 
IsTonjuring Episcopate five or six years afterwards, although 
he took the utmost pains to conceal it, using stars to indicate 
his own name in the very entry of his consecration; yet his 
MS. must be regarded as very high authority. 

Intent upon offering to his beloved America a purely primi- 
tive Episcopate, independent of the Civil Power, Talbot pro- 
cured his Episcopal ring, and embarked, reaching this port 
with great joy. 

" I and Mr. Skinner arrived safe," says he — naming himself 
first, a thing which he never did before, and perhaps indicat- 
ing his superior office — " in six weeks at Philadelphia, never 
better weather, nor so good a Passage, as the Captain said 
(who was a Quaker) ; they and the sailors used to say, they 
had no lack when the Priests were on Board, but now they 
are both prettily convinced, and finally converted, to say no 
more. All sorts and conditions of men, women, and children 
were glad to see us return, for they had given me over. I 
was yesterday at New Bristol, in Pennsylvania, to call the 
people to Church, but they had almost lost the way ; it was 
so overgrown with Bushes, they could hardly find the Church, 
having had nothing to do there for two years and a half." 
The Bishop's house at Burlington, he remarks, has suffered 
most of all, being untenanted and uncared for. "I have a 
house of my own," he adds, "just by the Church, and I would 
not live in the point House, if they would give it to me, but 

1 The first Bishop of the Church of Rome in this country, Dr. John Oar- 
roll, of Baltimore, was consecrated by a Bishop " in partibus," viz., Dr. 
Charles Walmesley, Bishop of Rama, senior Yicar Apostolical, etc., no 
other Bishop being present. The event took place in the chapel of Lulworth 
Castle, England, on Sunday, Aug. 15, 1790. 
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I am loath to see it fall down." . . " This is the last time 
of asking," he significantly observes. 

Up to this writing, his letters had seldom failed to contain 
some allusion to a Bishop for the Colonies. Now, and hence- 
forth, he never, so much as once, mentions the subject. On 
the contrary, he recommends, in this letter, that the House at 
the Point be made " a Free School or College, the sooner the 
better." 

The following December, in addition to the care of his 
parish at Burlington, we find Talbot taking supervision of 
Christ Church, this city. Under date "Philadelphia, 9th 
December, 1723," he writes: "This place is my headquarters. 
. . . When I can get any help I send them to Burlington, 
but 'tis a thousand pities this place should be destitute. Here 
are much people, and tho' they are poor, they ought not to be 
lost for lack of looking after. ... I am not fallen out 
with my first love, Dear Bur: but I have some pity of poor 
Philadelphia." 

Two months before the date of this letter, there had been 
a " Convention of the Clergy" in Philadelphia, at which Tal- 
bot presided. The Vestry of Christ Church were anxious to 
have their incumbent, named Urmston, removed for good 
reasons. He was one of those waifs who are always to be 
found in a new country, seeking what they are too well known 
at home to get. He had sought every opening from Boston 
to Philadelphia, and finally settled himself upon Christ 
Church. The Vestry desired the moral support and concur- 
rence of the Clergy in Convention in his removal. This they 
gave willingly ; and were requested to supply the place in 
rotation, until it could be otherwise provided. Urmston, in 
a letter from Cecil County, Maryland, written in June, 1724, 
vents his spleen on the Vestry and people of Christ Church, 
and on Talbot in particular; and, in doing so, makes some 
disclosures. 

" Mr. Talbot, the famous Rector of Burlington, in the Jer- 
seys, supplanted me here. Governor Burnet had been long 
displeased with him by reason he is a notorious Jacobite, and 
will not pray for the King and Royal Family by name, only 
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says the King and Prince, by which 'tis obvious whom he 
means . . . He hath poisoned all the neighbouring clergy 
with his rebellious principles; they dare not pray otherwise 
than he does when he is present. He caused many of my 
hearers to leave the Church ; at last he gained his point, was 
accepted, and I kicked out very dirtily by the Vestry, who 
pretend that the Bishop of London is no Diocesan, nor hath 
anything to do there more than another Bishop, so that any 
one that is lawfully ordained and licenced by any Bishop, it 
matters not who . . is capable of taking upon him any 
cure in America . . . About three months after Talbot 
was gotten into his kingdom, some had the courage to go to 
Sir AVilliam Keith, who otherwise was well-enough pleased 
with Talbot, and to tell his Excellency that it was a shame 
such a fellow should be allowed to officiate in the Church, 
and that if his Excellency suffered him, they would write to 
England against them both, whereupon Talbot was sent away, 
and the place hath been vacant there four months. What 
has become of this great Apostle I know not ; certainly Gov. 
Burnet will not suffer him to return to Burlington. Some of 
his confidants have discovered that he is in [blank in MS.] 
orders. ... I have heard of no ordinations he has made 
as yet." 

The September after, Urmston being written to, to verify his 
statements, says : " Mr. Talbot did me no unkindness in caus- 
ing me to be turned out of Philadelphia to make room for 
himself. He convened all the clergy to meet, put on his 
robes and demanded Episcopal obedience from them ; one, 
wiser than the rest, refused, acquainted the Governor with 
the ill consequences thereof, the danger he would run of 
losing his Government, whereupon the Governor ordered the 
Church to be shut up." 

In striking contrast with such a coloring of Talbot's con- 
duct, we find the latter zealously engaged in endowing his 
parish. The deprived Nonjuror of his home Diocese of 
Gloucester, England, Dr. Frampton,had left a legacy of £100 
"for the Encouragement of Ministers to propagate the Gospell 
in the western plantations, according to the direction of the 
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Bishop of London, Dr. Compton." Upon Talbot's solicita- 
tions, Compton had consented, and the money had been paid, 
and Talbot is executing a deed of gift to his successors, the 
Rectors of St. Mary's Church, Burlington, of more than two 
hundred acres of land. This bequest of Frampton, Talbot 
says in the deed, was for " the advancement of true Religion 
and y e propagation of the Catholick and Apostolick Church, 
and (particularly) as a further Encouragement to the ministers 
of that pure branch of it planted here in America." The 
conditions, which Talbot makes for the enjoyment of the 
revenues of this land, are Episcopal ordination ; admission to 
the Cure by the Vestry or the Bishop ; performing Divine 
Service according to the Liturgy of the Church of England ; 
complying with the rubrics and oanons of the same ; and, 
lastly, on the Monday following the Easter or Whitsunday, 
after such admission, publicly, after Divine Service in the 
forenoon, reading the 39 Articles, and testifying his assent 
thereto. All which provisions are exactly the reverse of any- 
thing unsound in doctrine, or schismatical in spirit. 

Nearly two years passed, and, had it not been for another 
arrival, Talbot might have gone on unmolested. That arrival 
was Dr. Welton, who was consecrated at the same time with 
Talbot. He had been deprived of the rectorship of White- 
chapel, London, for being a Nonjuror ; had so far defied the 
law as to assemble 250 Nonjurors in a private house for 
Divine Service, and been imprisoned in consequence. Em- 
bittered by such severity he had come to Philadelphia, and 
was gladly received at Christ Church, in the room of the 
displaced Urmston. That Welton was a Nonjuror was well 
known. That he was in their Episcopate soon transpired. Sir 
Wm. Keith, the Governor of Pennsylvania, became alarmed, 
and wrote to the Bishop of London, July 24, 1724, " It is 
confidently reported here that some of these nonjuring 
Clergymen pretend to the authority and office of Bishops in 
the Church, which, however, they do not own, and I believe 
will not dare to practice, for I have publickly declared my 
resolution to prosecute with effect all those who, either in 
doctrine or conversation, shall attempt to debauch any of the 
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people with schismatical, disloyal principles of that nature." 
The Governor of New York and New Jersey, under date 
Aug. 3, 1724, lodges similar complaints against Talbot, and 
concludes with, "He is seldom in Jersey when I happen to 
be there, but avoids me and goes to Phila., where he has al- 
ways officiated in the same indecent manner, and has had the 
folly to confess to some, who have published it, that he is a 
Bishop." A letter from Maryland, two weeks after, from the 
Rev. Mr. Henderson, shows that the excitement over the two 
Bishops was growing. "Mr. Talbot, Minister of Burlington, 
returned from England, about two years ago in Episcopal 
orders, though his orders, till now of late, have been kept as 
a great secret, and Dr. Welton is arrived there about six 
weeks ago, as Fm credibly informed, in th§ same capacity, 
and the people of Philadelphia are so fond of him that they 
will have him right or wrong for their minister. I am much 
afraid these gentlemen will poison the people of that province. 
I cannot see what can prevent it but the speedy arrival of a 
Bishop there, one of the same order to confront them, for the 
people will rather take confirmation from them than have 
none at all, and by that means they'll hook them into the 
schism." Meanwhile Talbot was increasing his parochial 
work in Burlington. He instituted the daily service, morn- 
ing and evening, with frequent celebrations of the Holy Com- 
munion, preaching on Sunday mornings, and catechising or 
homilizing in the afternoons. His zeal, industry, and devo- 
tion made him all the less vulnerable. Welton was of such 
a different spirit from Talbot, that they soon avoided each 
other's company. Yet how to deal with either of them was 
a problem for the Governors. "So long as the Vestry here," 
writes Sir ¥m, Keith, " take upon them to be wholly inde- 
pendent on the Governor's authority . . I hope I cannot 
be accountable for irregularities." 

In London, too, the fire caught. The Eev. John Berriman 
wrote to the Rev. Samuel Johnson, of Connecticut, under 
date Feb. 17,1725, "We hear of two Conjuring Bishops (Dr. 
Welton for one), who are gone into America; and it is said 
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the Bishop of London will send one or more of a different 
stamp as an antidote against them." 

Information of Welton's privily exercising the functions of 
a Bishop in Pennsylvania was sent to the Lords-Justices of 
Great Britain, who ordered a writ of privy seal to be served 
on him, commanding his return forthwith to England. He 
left Philadelphia in March, 1726 ; and, rather than obey the 
writ, retired to Lisbon, Portugal, where, in the August fol- 
lowing, he died, refusing to commune with the English 
clergyman. Among his effects was found an Episcopal seal. 

Talbot was discharged from the service of the Society, and 
ordered to " surcease officiating." True to the doctrines of 
non-resistance and passive obedience, he went to Maryland ; 
where Commissary Wilkinson reports, that he "behaved very 
modestly, avoided talking very much, and resolved to submit 
quietly to the orders sent from England to prohibit his public 
officiating in any of the Churches, or to set up separate 
meetings." 

The friends of Talbot, and they were pretty much every- 
body that knew him, lost no time nor opportunity to remon- 
strate. The Rev. Mr. Cummings had no sooner arrived in 
Philadelphia, than he was importuned by numbers of people 
from Burlington, and by some of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, to write to the Bishop of London in favor of Talbot. 
" They made me," he says, " promise to mention him, other- 
wise I would not presume to do it. He is universally be- 
loved, even by the Dissenters here, and has done a great deal 
of good. Welton and he had differed, and broke off corre- 
spondence, by reason of the rash chimerical projects of the 
former, long before the Government took notice of them. If 
he were connived at, and could be assisted by the Society (for 
I am told the old man's circumstances are very mean), he 
promises by his friends to be peaceable and easy, and to do all 
the good he can for the future." The following winter, a 
most urgent memorial was addressed to the Society by the 
leading laymen of Philadelphia, Bristol, and Burlington, in 
which occurs this testimony: "Mr. Talbot, who for nigh 
thirty years past, has behaved himself with indefatigable 
Vol. in.- 
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pains, and good success in his Ministry among us, under your 
Honour's care, has by some late conduct (nowise privy to us), 
rendered himself disagreeable to his superiors, and departed 
from us. We cannot, without violence to the principles of 
our Religion, approve of any acts, or give in to any measures 
inconsistent with our duty and Loyalty to his Majesty, whom 
God long preserve ; yet in gratitude to this unhappy Gentle- 
man, we humbly beg leave to say, that by his exemplary life 
and ministry, he has been the greatest advocate for the Church 
of England, by Law Established, that ever appeared on this 
shore." 

ISTo response, so far as we can learn, was ever returned to 
this memorial. 

Talbot, who hitherto had been wedded only to the Church, 
and lived with great frugality, married a widow with some 
property. The age, position, and character of Mrs. Anne 
Herbert, made her, in every way, a suitable companion for 
him. "Her civil deportment and courteous behavior," re- 
marks her biographer, " bespoake her a Gentlewoman in all 
respects." " She had so much goodness as justly rendered her 
an Example worthy of Imitation." " She always lived in the 
fear of God, and had nothing more at heart than to please 
Him, so that by her Christian life and sober conversation she 
honored the holy religion she professed, and gave no occasion 
for the enemies of God to blaspheme." " She delighted al- 
ways to be near God's altar, was constant in her attendance 
on the Divine ordinances, and had a great esteem and respect 
for the Clergy. She was a good Neighbour, pitiful, compas- 
sionate, and merciful to the needy." 

The venerable couple went to Burlington, where they lived 
in refined simplicity. This serene retirement did not last 
long. The American Weekly Mercury contains the following : 
"Philadelphia, Nov. 30, 1727. Yesterday, died at Burling- 
ton, the Eeverend Mr. John Talbot, formerly Minister of that 
Place, who was a Pious, good man, and much lamented." 
How like the record of the protomartyr! "Devout men 
carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation 
over him." The weeds which his widow wore till the day 
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of her death, and her request to be buried by his side, showed 
the strength of her affection for him. She removed to Phila- 
delphia, where she met her final sickness. She sent for a 
scribe, and dictated a will, whose value as a historical paper 
cannot be overestimated. Almost every line of it throws 
light on some important point otherwise unknown. She 
desires to be " buryed by the Body of her late Husband/' in 
the Church at Burlington, and " that a Decent plain Monu- 
ment be erected in the sd Church with a proper inscription, 
to be composed by the Reverend Mr. Yaughan, of Elizabeth 
Town, & the Rev d . Mr. Skinner, of Amboy, or either of 
them." She bequeaths £20 each, to Samuel Hasel and 
Charles Read, merchants of Philadelphia, whom she ap- 
pointed her Executors ; and, after the payment of her funeral 
expenses, debts, and legacies, she bequeaths all her estate, 
goods, and effects whatsoever, to her " Dutyfull & well-be- 
loved Son, Thomas Herbert, of the Island of Mevis [Nevis?] 
Planter." George Roth and Mary Jacob united with Ed- 
ward Warner, who drafted it, in witnessing this will. The 
testatrix was too weak to do more than make the first letter 
of her Christian name, but her husband's privy signet was 
produced, and on the warm surface of the black wax there 
an impression made, which brings us here to-night — a mitre, 
with flowing ribbons, and beneath it, in large script letters, 
ingeniously intertwining one another in bold relief, the full 
name — " John Talbot." 

This act, famous henceforth in American history, was on 
the 30th of July, 1730. Ten weary months she yet survived. 
And when she spoke of her departure as very near, " it was," 
says one who saw and heard her, " with all the Chearfulness 
of a Christian who earnestly desired to die y e death of the 
Righteous, & had made it the business of her whole life to 
make her latter end like his." 

Within the octave of Ascensiontide her soul was released 
from the burden of the flesh. And, on Whitsunday, June 
6, 1731, her remains were placed in the Church at Burling- 
ton. A funeral sermon was preached, the original MS. of 
which is now in my possession. It is a mingled strain of 
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courage and caution. The preacher said : " I shall only make 
mention of such things as I am sure all that knew her will 
Justify, for those y* knew her not, I am sure it will be 
highly uncharitable in them to Contradict. Therefore, I 
hope it will not be thought that I have other than a pious 
end in being Just to this our Sister's memory so far as it is 
Consistent with my own knowledge and good Acquaintance 
with her." 

But where is the spot in which this holy pair repose ? 
Where is the " decent plain monument" which Mrs. Talbot 
ordered in her will? Her assets were ample to cover its 
cost. But no monument can be found, and — no grave ! Of 
Talbot it may be said, " No man knoweth of his sepulchre 
unto this day." 

Mrs. Talbot's son by her former marriage, Thomas Herbert, 
it is believed, from the records of Christ Church, this city, 
came here to settle her estate, and died the September follow- 
ing his mother. This may account for inattention to her 
will ; while the circumstances attending the last years of 
Talbot would raise the suspicion of disloyalty to the Estab- 
lishment in any to do him honor. Though, it is reported that 
he took the oaths and submitted, there was no unclasping of 
his fetters. 

The cold shackles of Hanoverianism were imposed upon 
him, and he was buried with them on. 

Thirty letters, besides many other documents, to which his 
signature is attached, are now before me, and no one can study 
these, and weigh them in all their bearings, and point out in 
them any vanity, self-seeking, or personal ambition. ~Eov 
can any one dispassionately consider his career, and not reach 
the conclusion that in being secretly consecrated, he was 
actuated by the purest desire to advance the real interests 
of religion in the colonies. His motives, scrutinized through 
the most powerful lenses, fail to furnish him with a harsher 
epitaph than "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." 

But what, it will be asked, were his Episcopal acts? "Where 
did he confirm? Whom did he ordain? These points are 
involved in profound obscurity. The parish register which 
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Talbot kept from 1702 to 1720, has no entries in his hand 
after he became a Bishop. Yet he officiated for two years 
and a half. He baptized many during that time — nineteen 
in one day, he writes in a letter — but any acts, even these 
baptisms, if recorded, must have been in a book as secret as 
his office, and may yet be traced through the legal represent- 
atives of his widow. There is absolutely nothing, that can 
be shown beyond question, to have been on his part an Epis- 
copal act. 

In one of his letters there is this announcement, " I have 
set up one Mr. Searle, a schoolmaster, to read prayers, and 
preach on Sundays, at Springfield; I lent him some sermons 
of Drs. Tillotson and Beveridge ; seyeral Quakers came to 
hear him, and are much taken with him ; they say they never 
thought the Priests had so much Good Doctrine. I am sure 

he is a much better Clerk than Mr. H n, saving his orders, 

therefore, I commend him to the Society for their encourage- 
ment, and hope they will count him worthy to be a half-pay 
officer in their service." "Was this the appointment of a lay- 
reader, or an ordination ? 

There is a tradition which is thus given by Hawks, in his 
"History of the Church in Maryland:" "The venerable pre- 
late, who was so long our Presiding Bishop [Bishop White, of 
Pennsylvania 1 ], was accustomed to relate a story which he 
heard from his elder brethren, when he was but a youth. The 
story was this: A gentleman who had been ordained among 
the Congregationalists of New England [Mr. Whittlesey, of 
Connecticut, perhaps Wallingford, says The Churchman's 
Magazine, vol. v. p. 40], and who had officiated among them 
as a minister for many years, at length, to the surprise of his 
friends, began to express doubts about the validity of his 
ordination, and manifested no small trouble of mind on the 
subject. Suddenly, about the time of the arrival of Talbot 
and Welton, he left home without declaring the place of his 

1 Drs. William White and Samuel Provoost were consecrated in the chapel 
of Lambeth palace, England, Feb. 4, 1787, by Dr. John Moore, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, assisted by three other Bishops of the Church of England. 
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destination, or purpose of his journey. After an interval of 
a few weeks he returned, and gave no further information of 
his movements than that he had been to some of the Southern 
Colonies ; he also said on his return that he was now perfectly 
satisfied with his ordination, and from that day never mani- 
fested the least solicitude on the subject, but continued until 
he died to preach to his congregation. It was soon whis- 
pered by those whose curiosity here found materials for its 
exercise, that the minister had been on a visit to the non- 
juring Bishops, and obtained ordination from one of them. 
He never said so; but, among Churchmen, it was believed 
that such was the fact." 

Admitting the accuracy of this tradition, and the confer- 
ring of Holy Orders, was the ordination performed by Talbot 
or by Welton ? 

The late Hugh Davey Evans, of Baltimore, in his " Essay 
on the Episcopate of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America," published in this city in 1855, 
speaking of Samuel Seabury, of Connecticut, as " the first 
diocesan Bishop of the Anglican Communion, in North Ame- 
rica/' 1 adds, " He would have been the first Bishop, as well 
as the first diocesan Bishop, but for one fact. In the early 
part of the century, two Bishops of the line of English Non- 
jurors had for a time resided in this country. One of them 
lived in New Jersey, and the other in Pennsylvania. They, 
however, claimed no diocesan jurisdiction ; or, if they did, the 
claim was neither allowed, nor well founded. The fact that 
they were in the Episcopate was not generally known, and 
their existence has left no consequences in the history of the 
American Church." 

Had I access to cartularies and archives in England, I could 
no doubt glean additional particulars respecting Bishop Tal- 
bot. I have only to say in conclusion, that the impression 
of his seal has been photographed, and enlarged in ecclesias- 

1 Dr. Seabury was consecrated in Aberdeen, Scotland, Nov. 14, 1784, by 
Bobert Kilgour, Bishop of Aberdeen, assisted by two other Scottish Bishops. 
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tical brass, and is here to be seen this evening. It is intended 
to place it on a mural monument in the old Church at Bur- 
lington. 

Note. — The brass fac-simile above referred to, fifteen by twenty inches 
in proportions, and weighing more than forty pounds, after remaining for 
several days at the rooms of the Historical Society, was affixed to a mural 
tablet. The tablet is of blue clouded Yermont marble, about six and a 
half by three feet in dimensions, with a rosette of brass in each of its four 
corners, and a cross, overlaid with brass, at the top. Around the oval signet 
run the words in red, "Enlarged fac-simile of the seal of;" and below, in 
black and red letters, as follows : u John Talbot, Founder of this Church, 
1703 : A Bishop by Nonjuror Consecration, 1722 : Died in Burlington, Nov. 
29th, 1727 : Beloved and lamented. St. John II. 17." 

This memorial, erected in old St. Mary's Church, Burlington, N. J., was, 
on the evening of Nov. 29, 1878 — the 151st anniversary of Talbot's death — 
unveiled with commemorative services by the Rev. Dr. Hills ; who, in the 
presence of a large assemblage, presented it as a gift to the corporation of 
St. Mary's Church, from John William Wallace, Esq., President of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 



